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London College of Music 
 
The London College of Music (LCM) is one of the largest specialist Music and Performing Arts institutes in the UK. 
It has a long history of music education dating back to 1887, when it was situated in Great Marlborough Street, 
London, where the college began as an examination body. In 1991 LCM became part of Thames Valley 
University, which was renamed the University of West London in 2011. 

The London College of Music offers an impressive range of innovative courses, respected worldwide and delivered 
with creativity and passion by practising industry experts. Courses include Performance and Composition, Popular 
Music Performance and Recording, Music Theatre, Performing Arts, Music Management, Music Technology and 
Theatre Production. All awards are made in the name of the University of West London. 

Further information about full-time programmes for undergraduate and postgraduate students, in addition to the 
Junior College, is available from: 

• the UWL Learning Advice Centre - tel: 020 8579 5000; email: learning.advice@uwl.ac.uk 
• the London College of Music office - tel: 020 8231 2304; email: music@uwl.ac.uk 
• www.uwl.ac.uk/music 

 

London College of Music Examinations 
 
External examinations have been awarded by the London College of Music since the institution’s founding in 
1887. These were at first in Music, which broadened substantially the range of awards available. Since then, a 
large set of Drama and Communication examinations has been added – in all the subjects listed here ranging 
from acting to professional communication. Examinations are held throughout the United Kingdom, Republic of 
Ireland and at many overseas centres, and are unique in the graded examinations world in being awarded by a 
university. 
 

LCM’s graded examinations in most subjects are regulated by Ofqual, which serves as a UK governmental stamp 
of approval and quality assurance, confirming parity of standards with other similar examination boards. The 
resulting mapping of LCM Examinations onto the RQF (Regulated Qualifications Framework) means that 
candidates applying to UK universities through the UCAS system can increase their points tariff if they have been 
awarded a Pass or higher at Grades 6–8 in an accredited subject.  

LCM Examinations are distinctive, both in the qualifications offered and in the administration and running of the 
exams. We have retained the well-known traditional atmosphere and qualities of the London College of Music: 
informality, friendliness and approachability, although set in a fully professional and modern context. We are 
small enough that enquiries to the head office can be dealt with speedily and efficiently, and we are able to get 
to know many of our representatives and teachers personally by name. Examiners pride themselves on being 
friendly and approachable, ensuring candidates are put at their ease and are thus able to perform to their full 
potential; yet they are professional, applying thorough and objective assessment criteria in forming their 
judgements. 
 

Syllabuses are available free of charge via our website or on request from the LCM Examinations office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
 



 

1. Syllabus introduction 
 
1.1 Validity of this syllabus 
 
This syllabus is valid until 31 December 2020. 

 
1.2 Rationale 
 
LCM’s graded and diploma qualifications make a distinctive contribution to education in and through music, and 
drama & communication, because of the emphasis placed upon the following combination of characteristics: 
 

• creative thinking; 
• practical skills either independent of literacy, or related to it; 
• encouragement to think, both technically and critically, about the repertoire performed in practical 

examinations;  
• a distinctively broad stylistic range, as reflected in tasks, endorsements and repertoire; 
• the provision of assessment in areas not traditionally included within the scope of graded examinations; 
• a strong emphasis towards the acquisition and demonstration of skills and understandings that are of 

contemporary relevance to the performing arts. 
 

In the standards set, in structure, and organisation, LCM’s graded and diploma qualifications are broadly 
comparable with those of other awarding bodies offering qualifications in music and drama. However, these 
syllabuses offer the opportunity to develop pathways into learning that both complement and provide genuine 
alternatives to the study of the arts within school, FE and HE curricula, and within the context of life-long learning. 
Because of this, they are capable of being used to extend and enrich full-time education and individual tuition 
and offer alternative routes that enable teachers to achieve the objective of equipping young people and adults 
with highly relevant creative, expressive and technological concepts and skills. 

 
1.3 General LCM Syllabus aims 
 
A course of study based on LCM’s graded and diploma syllabuses is intended to provide: 
 

• a progressive and unified assessment system, enabling candidates to plan and obtain an effective 
education in and through the arts; 

• skills of organisation, planning, problem-solving and communication, through the study of the arts in 
performance and theory; 

• enhanced ability in acquiring the personal disciplines and motivation necessary for life-long learning; 
• an enduring love, enjoyment and understanding of the performing arts, from the perspective of both 

participants and audience; 
• an assessment system equipping candidates with added-value to enhance career routes, educational 

opportunities and decision-making. 
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1.4 Syllabus objectives for Creative 

Storytelling  
 

A course of study based on this syllabus is intended to provide: 
 

• a learning basis for candidates to fulfil their potential as radio documentary or podcast producers or in 
research at a fully professional level 

• opportunities for learning and assessment that are both creatively challenging and technologically relevant 
• opportunities for mastery learning that are structured and directly related to the repertoire or tasks 

specified for each diploma level 
• the capacity through study and practice to develop innovative and usable skills and concepts 

 
1.5 Availability of examinations and entry 

details 
 

Examinations in Creative Storytelling can be taken entirely online via the GoCreateAcademy website. Details 
about entering, scheduling, content submission and payment are available both in this syllabus and online at 
www.gocreateacademy.com. 

 
1.6 Target groups 
 

There are no rigid age requirements for the qualifications, but candidates are expected, normally, to be 16 or 
above. 
 

In practice, the majority of candidates from ALCM upwards are expected to be already in early to established 
career positions. 

 
1.7  Candidates with particular needs 
 
Information on assessment, examination and entry requirements for candidates with particular needs is 
published in the document Equality of Opportunity, Reasonable Adjustments and Special Consideration, available 
free of charge via our website. 
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2. Syllabus content 
 
2.1 Syllabus overview 
 
This London College of Music Examinations syllabus is designed to prepare students for the four levels of Diploma 
award in Creative Storytelling awarded by the University of West London. It provides a structured approach that 
enables students to progressively develop new skills and concepts. The syllabus clearly describes what is expected 
and how the achievements of the candidates are to be assessed so that students can be taught to master the 
requirements and to demonstrate these. 

 
2.2 Attainment levels 
 
The DipLCM diploma demands a strong foundational standard of work consistent with a Level 1 (first year) 
undergraduate module. 

The ALCM diploma demands a high standard of work consistent with a Level 2 (second year) undergraduate 
module. 

The LLCM diploma demands a fully professional standard of work consistent with a Level 3 (final year) 
undergraduate module. 

The FLCM diploma demands a truly exceptional demonstration of ability of the very highest standard. In order to 
pass, the candidate must present work which one might expect to encounter in the professional arena, 
demonstrating a clear maturity of personality and authority. The standard expected is equivalent to that of a 
Masters level module. 

 
2.3 Pre-requisite qualifications 
 
No pre-requisite qualifications are necessary for entry to DipLCM. This is a starting point for progression up the 
ladder of awards and a judgement as to readiness with experience in the relevant areas is the responsibility of the 
candidate. 

For entry to ALCM candidates must normally already have passed the DipLCM in Creative Storytelling, for entry 
to LLCM candidates must normally already have passed the ALCM in Creative Storytelling and for entry to FLCM 
candidates must already have passed the LLCM in Creative Storytelling. Other qualifications, most clearly 
evidence of strong and relevant experiential learning leading to some external recognition, may be considered on 
application to the Chief Examiner in Drama and Communication. Such an application should be made at least 
four weeks in advance of examination entry, outlining the rationale for entering directly at this level, 
accompanied by verifiable evidence of achievement.  
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3. Examination requirements 
 
3.1 DipLCM 
 
There are two parts to the examination: 
 
Part 1: Creative radio stories        80 marks 
 
The production of two differing creative radio stories is required based on: 

1. A real life story 
2. A topic or theme 

 
One documentary should be approximately 15 minutes and the other 10 minutes. Each story should reflect a clear 
audio representation of the creative concept. Evaluation will be based on:  

• The quality of the idea/story 
• The plot (how the story unfolds) 
• Overall production 
• Audio techniques 
• Use of music/fx 

 
Credit will be given for how the creative radio story reflects the story and plot considerations as defined in the 
online support content. 
 
Recording: 
Candidates will be required to supply a recording of themselves (approximately 5 minutes), articulating their own 
role in the process of producing the creative radio story. This should also highlight the skills they have developed 
and include observations on the creative process and the specific reasoning behind any creative decision-making. 
 
Pitch: 
The candidate (in the role of ‘story choice editor’, ‘plot development editor’) should also record a spoken pitch. 
This should explain why their idea is the best creative route to take.  
 
These must be uploaded in digital audio format via the GoCreateAcademy website, together with all 
accompanying paperwork. 
 
Programme notes and briefing form: 
The programme notes and briefing form should demonstrate a clear understanding of the story, plot, why it was 
made and what audience it was aimed at. Each candidate also needs to submit a briefing form and a proposal for 
each creative radio story produced. The briefing form should approximately follow the provided template in the 
online support material. Candidates can adapt or change this template to support any creative idea if they wish. 
 
Further guidance can be found at www.gocreateacademy.com. 
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Part 2: Interview           20 marks 
           
The candidate will enter into a discussion with the examiner of 10–15 minutes. This will assess the thinking and 
analysis behind the candidate’s creative choices and how they expressed this with audio. Candidates should 
demonstrate understanding and knowledge of the issues raised by the creative challenge, together with evidence 
of appropriate research and scholarship. Candidates will be expected to construct, communicate, sustain and 
organise a clear and well-structured discussion with the examiner.  
 
The candidate will be offered a choice of three dates/times for a video examination. Candidates will need to 
ensure webcam, audio and suitable bandwidth to support this. Candidates should ensure that the relevant audio 
software is installed on the interview computer. The examiner may request to view the candidate’s screen to see 
them perform a particular task or to assist in the answering of a question. 
 
3.2 ALCM 
 
There are two parts to the examination: 
 
Part 1: Creative radio stories        80 marks 
 
The production of two differing creative radio stories is required based on: 

1. A real life story 
2. A topic or theme 

 
One documentary should be approximately 20 minutes and the other 15 minutes. Each story should reflect a clear 
audio representation of the creative concept. Evaluation will be based on:  

• The quality of the idea/story 
• The plot (how the story unfolds) 
• Overall production 
• Audio techniques 
• Use of music/fx 

 
Credit will be given for how the creative radio story reflects the story and plot considerations as defined in the 
online support content. 
 
Recording: 
Candidates will be required to supply a recording of themselves (approximately 5 minutes), articulating their own 
role in the process of producing the creative radio story. This should also highlight the skills they have developed 
and include observations on the creative process and the specific reasoning behind any creative decision-making. 
 
Pitch: 
The candidate (in the role of ‘story choice editor’, ‘plot development editor’) should also record a spoken pitch. 
This should explain why their idea is the best creative route to take.  
 
These must be uploaded in digital audio format via the GoCreateAcademy website, together with all 
accompanying paperwork. 
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Programme notes and briefing form: 
Candidates should create programme notes, which demonstrate a clear understanding of the story, plot, why it 
was made and what audience it was aimed at. Each candidate also needs to submit a briefing form and a 
proposal for each creative radio story produced. The briefing form should approximately follow the provided 
template in the online support material. Candidates can adapt or change this template to support any creative 
idea if they wish. 
 
Post completion, the candidate should undertake an analysis of pitfalls – what worked, what didn’t, what the 
candidate would do again. 
 
Further guidance can be found at www.gocreateacademy.com. 
 
Part 2: Interview           20 marks
            
The candidate will enter into a discussion with the examiner of 10–15 minutes. This will assess the thinking and 
analysis behind the candidate’s creative choices and how they expressed this with audio. Candidates should 
demonstrate understanding and knowledge of the issues raised by the creative challenge, together with evidence 
of appropriate research and scholarship. Candidates will be expected to construct, communicate, sustain and 
organise a clear and well-structured discussion with the examiner.  
 
The candidate will be offered a choice of three dates/times for a video examination. Candidates will need to 
ensure webcam, audio and suitable bandwidth to support this. Candidates should ensure that the relevant audio 
software is installed on the interview computer. The examiner may request to view the candidate’s screen to see 
them perform a particular task or to assist in the answering of a question. 

 
3.3 LLCM 
 
There are two parts to the examination: 
 
Part 1: Creative radio stories        80 marks 
 
The production of two differing creative radio stories is required based on: 

1. A real life story 
2. A topic or theme 

 
One documentary should be approximately 28 minutes and the other 20 minutes. Each story should reflect a clear 
audio representation of the creative concept. Evaluation will be based on:  

• The quality of the idea/story 
• The plot (how the story unfolds) 
• Overall production 
• Audio techniques 
• Use of music/fx 

 
Credit will be given for how the creative radio story reflects the story and plot considerations as defined in the 
online support content. 
 
Recording: 
Candidates will be required to supply a recording of themselves (approximately 5 minutes), articulating their own 
role in the process of producing the creative radio story. This should also highlight the skills they have developed 
and include observations on the creative process and the specific reasoning behind any creative decision-making. 
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Pitch: 
The candidate (in the role of ‘story choice editor’, ‘plot development editor’) should also record a spoken pitch. 
This should explain why their idea is the best creative route to take.  

These must be uploaded in digital audio format via the GoCreateAcademy website, together with all 
accompanying paperwork. 
 
Programme notes and briefing form: 
Candidates should create programme notes, which demonstrate a clear understanding of the story, plot, why it 
was made and what audience it was aimed at. Each candidate also needs to submit a briefing form and a 
proposal for each creative radio story produced. The briefing form should approximately follow the provided 
template in the online support material. Candidates can adapt or change this template to support any creative 
idea if they wish. Candidates should complete a design of a storyline arc, where most/all elements of the creative 
radio story are outlined. 
 
Further guidance can be found at www.gocreateacademy.com. 
 
Part 2: Interview           20 marks
           
The candidate will enter into a discussion with the examiner of 10–15 minutes. This will assess the thinking and 
analysis behind the candidate’s creative choices and how they expressed this with audio. Candidates should 
demonstrate understanding and knowledge of the issues raised by the creative challenge, together with evidence 
of appropriate research and scholarship. Candidates will be expected to construct, communicate, sustain and 
organise a clear and well-structured discussion with the examiner.  
 
The candidate will be offered a choice of three dates/times for a video examination. Candidates will need to 
ensure webcam, audio and suitable bandwidth to support this. Candidates should ensure that the relevant audio 
software is installed on the interview computer. The examiner may request to view your screen to see you perform 
a particular task or to assist in the answering of a question. 

 
3.4 FLCM 
 
This diploma can be examined completely online or in a hybrid online/offline combination. Candidates taking the 
diploma online will do the following: 
 
There are two parts to the examination. 
 
Part 1: Creative radio stories     
 
The production of two differing creative radio stories is required based on: 

1. A real life story 
2. A topic or theme 

 
One documentary should be approximately 45 minutes and the other 35 minutes. Each story should reflect a clear 
audio representation of the creative concept. Evaluation will be based on:  

• The quality of the idea/story 
• The plot (how the story unfolds) 
• Overall production 
• Audio techniques 
• Use of music/fx 
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Credit will be given for how the creative radio story reflects the story and plot considerations as defined in the 
online support content. 
 
Recording: 
Candidates will be required to supply a recording of themselves (approximately 10 minutes), articulating their 
own role in the process of producing the creative radio story. This should also highlight the skills they have 
developed and include observations on the creative process and the specific reasoning behind any creative 
decision-making. 
 
Pitch: 
The candidate (in the role of ‘story choice editor’, ‘plot development editor’) should also record a spoken pitch. 
This should explain why their idea is the best creative route to take.  
 
These must be uploaded in digital audio format via the GoCreateAcademy website, together with all 
accompanying paperwork. 
 
Programme notes and briefing form: 
Candidates should create programme notes, which demonstrate a clear understanding of the story, plot, why it 
was made and what audience it was aimed at. Each candidate also needs to submit a briefing form and a 
proposal for each creative radio story produced. The briefing form should approximately follow the provided 
template in the online support material. Candidates can adapt or change this template to support any creative 
idea if they wish. 
 
Post completion, the candidate should undertake an analysis of pitfalls – what worked, what didn’t, what the 
candidate would do again. Candidates should complete a design of a storyline arc, where most/all elements of the 
creative radio story are outlined. Candidates should also include a document which explains the use of music in 
the creative stories (i.e. what mood, pace, texture, orchestration was used, why it was chosen, what it hoped to 
achieve, how it affected the dialogue and if it worked). 
 
Further guidance can be found at www.gocreateacademy.com. 
 
Part 2: Online interview          
          
The candidate will enter into a discussion with the examiner of 10–15 minutes. This will assess the thinking and 
analysis behind the candidate’s creative choices and how they expressed this with audio. Candidates should 
demonstrate understanding and knowledge of the issues raised by the creative challenge, together with evidence 
of appropriate research and scholarship. Candidates will be expected to construct, communicate, sustain and 
organise a clear and well-structured discussion with the examiner.  
 
The candidate will be offered a choice of three dates/times for a video examination. Candidates will need to 
ensure webcam, audio and suitable bandwidth to support this. Candidates should ensure that the relevant audio 
software is installed on the interview computer. The examiner may request to view the candidate’s screen to see 
them perform a particular task or to assist in the answering of a question. 
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3.5 Declaration 
 
At every level of award the candidate must also submit a declaration clarifying what elements of the productions 
they are responsible for. Additionally, the written support material must be the unaided work of the candidate. 
This declaration must be signed and dated by the candidate and by two witnesses. The candidate must provide a 
clear copy of photographic proof of identity, such as a passport, driving license or identity card. Each candidate 
will be asked to show the same document at the commencement of the video examination. 
 
3.6 Guidelines on submission of materials 
 
Production notes and presentations: 
These should be uploaded via the GoCreateAcademy website. Production notes must be in PDF, Word or Pages 
format and presentations should be uploaded in either PowerPoint or Keynotes format. 
 
Recordings: 
All audio content should be uploaded via the GoCreateAcademy website. Formats should reflect minimum 
professional standards: 44.1k,16bit Wav, AIFF, MP3 or higher. 
 
Any material to be assessed must be submitted at least four weeks in advance of the examination date. 
 
Further advice: 
Candidates are welcome to contact the Chief Examiner in Drama and Communication or 
hello@gocreateacademy.com in advance of their application for further guidance and advice. 
 
Please note that assessment materials which fail to meet the requirements as outlined in this syllabus will not be 
marked. In this event, any fee paid will not be refundable. 
 
3.7 Regulation  
 
LCM’s diploma examinations in Creative Storytelling are regulated in England by Ofqual, and by the 
corresponding authorities in Wales (Qualifications Wales). They have been placed on the Regulated Qualifications 
Framework (RQF) at Levels 4, 5, 6 and 7. 
 
The table below shows the qualification number, title and credit value of each diploma. The awarding 
organisation is University of West London Qualifications (UWLQ).  
 
Please contact us, or consult the Register of Regulated Qualifications (http://register.ofqual.gov.uk), for further 
details, including unit numbers. 
 

Qualification 
Number Qualification Title 

Guided 
Learning 

Hours 
Credit 

Total 
Qualification 

Time 

603/0939/8 UWLQ Level 4 Diploma in Drama & Communication 54 90 900 

603/0941/6 UWLQ Level 5 Diploma in Drama & Communication 65 120 1200 

603/0943/X UWLQ Level 6 Diploma in Drama & Communication 108 180 1800 

603/0945/3 UWLQ Level 7 Diploma in Drama & Communication 134 225 2250 
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3.8 How marks are awarded 
 

DipLCM/ALCM/LLCM 

Assessment Domains Approximate Weightings (%) 

Two differing creative radio stories 50 (25 per story) 

Recording 10 (5 per story) 

Pitch  10 

Programme notes and briefing form  10 (5 per story) 

Interview 20 

 

Assessment 
Domains Assessment Criteria 

Two differing 
creative radio 

stories 

 

1. Demonstrate solid technical and creative skills in interviewing, recording and/or mixing voices and 
fx. Demonstrate the use of compression and effects (eq reverb or delay where appropriate) 

2. Select appropriate music/ambiance/fx for their creative radio story – either self-composed, self-
recorded or from music production libraries 

3. Select and interview characters, or narrate the role themselves in a convincing fashion 

4. Demonstrate a high level of ability in creative/persuasive writing skills (narration), to communicate 
the main essence of a creative radio story 

5. Demonstrate creative thinking through use of audio to suitably reflect the needs of the chosen 
station and audience  

Recording Create a short (approximately 12–15 minutes for individual entries) voice recording of themselves, 
ably articulating their role and learning in the production of the two creative radio stories 

Pitch 

1. Create a detailed ‘pitch’ (for each creative radio story) as either an audio recording or a 
Keynotes/PowerPoint presentation 

2. Construct an approach that would persuade a client to choose their creative ideas for their station 
and audience 

3. Justify why their creative radio story choices are the most appropriate for their chosen station and 
audience 

Programme 
notes and 

briefing form 

1. Create a written report, demonstrating the thinking behind their creative radio story 

2. Explain why their creative radio story/stories are suitable for the chosen station and audience 

3. Justify their choice of music, fx, voice/s or any audio used 

4. Justify their choice of story, plot and narrative 

5. Supply a briefing form and proposal for each creative radio story produced 
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Interview 

1. Demonstrate a clear understanding of the creative storytelling process, covering 
concept creation and structuring of the stories, explanation and evaluation of the 
equipment and recording processes adopted and an overview of the production and 
editing process 

2. Offer an analysis of the challenges encountered and how these issues were responded 
to 

 

4. Awarding and reporting 
 
4.1 Issue of results 
 
A written report will be compiled for each examination. Candidates will be informed of the result not later than 
four weeks of the examination date, by post. Representatives are not allowed to issue results over the phone. 
Certificates for successful candidates are normally dispatched within ten weeks of the date of examination. This 
time is necessary to ensure that all results are properly standardised and have been checked by LCM 
Examinations. 

 
4.2 Awards 
 
Creative Storytelling Diplomas are awarded as Approved or Not Approved. 

In the case of DipLCM, ALCM and LLCM percentage marking is also used and candidates will be advised of their 
percentage mark for developmental purposes. The pass mark is 75%. 

 
4.3 Repeats of examinations 
 
Where a candidate is not able to reach the minimum standard for a pass in an examination, application for    
re-examination is permitted, upon payment of the current entry fee.  
 
4.4 Regulations and information 
 
Full examination regulations, together with further information can be found at the bottom of our website. Please 
also note the following: 
 
Video examinations:  

Each candidate will receive an email (sent to the email address they registered with) outlining three possible dates 
to accept a video examination. Candidates click on the link they would prefer which will take them to an online 
diary, where they can confirm their online attendance. Candidates must ensure they have a suitable quality 
webcam, audio and bandwidth to support the examination. Candidates should ensure they have their preferred 
musical software installed on the same computer, together with the content they submitted for the examination. 
The examiner may request permission to your screen in order to ask you to perform a task or to help answer a 
question. Video Examinations must be conducted in closed conditions. No one apart from the candidate is 
allowed in the same room (as the computer being used for the video examination) with the following exceptions: 
an approved person, such as a parent or teacher, or a language interpreter, where this concession has been 
granted prior to the examination as the result of a request for reasonable adjustments for a candidate with 
particular needs. 
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