
 

Emer McParland – Vocalist 
 

Emer's versatility as a singer and teacher has led her to be involved in various music projects both in the UK and abroad. 

She has appeared as a guest soloist with the Royal Philharmonic Concert Orchestra, the BBC Concert Orchestra, the 

RTÉ Orchestra (Ireland), The Hallé (Manchester) and The City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra in programmes as 

diverse as Music From The Movies, Latin American ‘Fiesta’, Hits of the West End, and Divas! 

 

She is a regular soloist with the BBC Big Band, and has performed as a guest soloist with the Royal Philharmonic Concert 

Orchestra and the BBC Big Band in a hugely successful tour of Mexico. Her appearances with the BBC Big Band also 

include the Cadogan Hall, London, as well as joining the band as a special guest vocalist at the Festival Cuivrée in 

Limoux, France. She has recently appeared with the BBC Big Band as a special guest soloist at the Aldeburgh Festival, 

and performed at the 'Twilight Delights' series of concerts in Canary Wharf, as well as at Lichfield Cathedral, as a guest 

soloist of the Lichfield Festival. 

 

Emer has appeared to sell-out audiences at the world-renowned London jazz venue, Ronnie Scott’s with various jazz 

line-ups including the Ronnie Scott’s All Star Big Band, and has performed as a guest soloist with the RTÉ Radio Big 

Band (Ireland), and the big bands of The Royal Air Force Squadronaires and Her Majesty’s Royal Marines. 

 

Emer has made several appearances at the Royal Albert Hall as a special guest vocalist for the annual Festival of 

Remembrance in front of Her Majesty, the Queen, a concert that is broadcast live around the world to an audience of 

over 60 million people.  

 

As a session singer, Emer has worked with artists as diverse as Björk, Jarvis Cocker, Tom Fletcher, Mika and Russell 

Watson. Emer's voice can also be heard on numerous movie soundtracks such as Sleepy Hollow, Tomb Raider, Martin 

Scorsese’s Gangs of New York and several of the Harry Potter movies. 

 

As a live backing vocalist, Emer has provided vocals for artists such as Gary Barlow, Dame Shirley Bassey, Jarvis Cocker, 

Kylie Minogue and Andrea Bocelli. 

 

In the world of education, Emer has written a Pop Vocals degree programme, as well as a Higher Diploma level course, 

and has taught, and been Head of Vocals, at some of London’s most prestigious pop vocal schools. She has also worked 

on several private projects as an independent vocal coach for organisations such as The Disney Channel (UK).    

 

Emer has been an LCM Examiner for several years, and has combined her experience and knowledge of pop vocals to 

join with Sara Raybould, in creating a fresh, new, and totally relevant Popular Music Vocals Syllabus for today’s aspiring 

pop singers. 


